
    REGIONAL PERMIT PROGRAM 
 

AGENCY REQUEST FOR COMMENT 
 

            APPLICATION NO. LRC-2020-00285; 408-LRC-2020-0018 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Chicago District 
 
Date:  November 9, 2020 
 
 The Chicago District has received a request for authorization under Category II (by the 
District’s discretion) of Regional Permit 8.  Information on the proposed activity is provided for 
your review and comment in accordance with Agency Request for Comments (ARC) procedures 
described in General Condition 23 of the Chicago District's Regional Permit Program dated April 
1, 2017.  
 
 Please indicate by telephone, fax or email within ten (10) days of the date of this ARC 
whether you intend to provide comments on this project.  If we receive no response from your 
office within 10 days, we will assume your office has no objections to the activity as proposed 
(with certain exceptions for parties to a National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) consultation, 
as described below).  If you indicate that you intend to provide comments, your written 
comments must be received by the District within 25 days of the date of this ARC. 
  
 The District has determined that, for purposes of Section 106 of the NHPA [see 36 CFR 
800. 3(a) and 800.16(y)], the Federal “undertaking” which has the potential to cause effects on 
historic properties is limited to the verification of the above-cited Regional Permit pursuant to 
Sections 10 and 14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 403 and 408) for project 
activities within the Permit Area.  The “area of potential effects” (APE) for the undertaking is the 
same as the Permit Area and is shown on the enclosed figures (see 33 CFR 325, Appendix C 1(g) 
and 36 CFR 800.4(a)(1)).   
 
 Based upon a review of the project plans which depict the drilling shafts in disturbed 
industrial areas and a review of a letter from the Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO Log No. 007040317), we have determined that there are no historic properties present.  
Accordingly, the District has made a determination that there will be No Historic Properties 
Affected by the undertaking (see 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1)).  
 
 The following paragraph will be added as a special condition of any authorization issued 
by this office: “This site is within the aboriginal homelands of several American Indian Tribes.  
If any human remains, Native American cultural items or archaeological evidence are discovered 
during any phase of this project, interested Tribes request immediate consultation with the entity 
of jurisdiction for the location of discovery. In such case, please contact Mr. Colin C. Smalley, 
PG by telephone at (312) 846-5538, or email at Colin.C.Smalley@usace.army.mil.” 
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 Comments should be emailed to Colin.C.Smalley@usace.army.mil.  If you prefer to send 
written comments, please address them to Mr. Colin C. Smalley, PG of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Chicago District, Regulatory Branch, 231 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1500, Chicago, 
IL  60604-1437; fax (312) 353-4110.  Comment letters should include your name, address, 
phone number and email address.  
 
 If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Colin C. Smalley, PG by telephone at (312) 
846-5538 or email at Colin.C.Smalley@usace.army.mil. 
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PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
 
Application Number: LRC-2020-00285; 408-LRC-2020-0018 
 
Applicant: Alloy Property Company, LLC 
 
Location of work:  Under the North Branch of the Chicago River (Mile Marker 328.4, Chicago 
River Navigation Project), Section 32, Township 40 North, Range 14 East, City of Chicago, Cook 
County, Illinois (41.915739, -87.662161)  (See attachments.) 
 
Description of Work: Construction of a Water Main Tunnel under the North Branch of the Chicago 
River at the location of the proposed Dominick Street Bridge.  The water main tunnel will be constructed 
by micro-drilling, which is a form of directional drilling. 
 
Project Purpose: As stated by the applicant: “The purpose of the project is to provide redundancy for the 
new water distribution system serving [proposed developments] Lincoln Yards North and South. 
Currently Lincoln Yards North is served by a single pumping station. The pipe network from the pumping 
station to the site is prone to water main breaks. Therefore, the Chicago Department of Water 
Management has directed the Lincoln Yards team to route a new water main under the river and connect 
to the exiting main to provide system redundancy. Ultimately the water main and casing pipe will be 
owned and operated by the Chicago Department of Water Management.” 
 
Regional Permit Being Considered: 8 (Utility Line Projects) 
 
Proposed Impacts: The proposed pipe (24-inch water main in a 48-inch casing) will be approximately 17 
feet below the existing river bottom.  There are no proposed fills or structures in the river. 
 
Proposed Best Management Practices: This project will not substantially alter stormwater flows, and 
therefore no stormwater BMPs are proposed. 
 
Mitigation Plan: As this proposal is limited to work under a navigable water of the US, no compensatory 
mitigation is expected. 
 
Endangered and Threatened Species: The Corps of Engineers has determined that the proposed activity 
would not affect any federally-listed endangered or threatened species or critical habitat for any 
endangered or threatened species, pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).  Therefore, consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 
7 of the Endangered Species Act does not appear to be warranted at this time. 
 
Navigation: The applicant will be required to coordinate with the US Coast Guard, Marine Safety Unit 
Chicago regarding safety and notice(s) to mariners during construction (including proper coordination in 
development of an Inadvertent Return Contingency Plan), and will be required to update the USACE and 
NOAA Office of the Coast Survey with the as-built drawings for updating federal navigation charts. This 
application is being considered by the Corps of Engineers under Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act, 33 USC 408. 
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NOTE:
1. EXCAVATION MATERIAL TO REMAIN ON SITE.

MATERIAL NOT SUITABLE FOR A CCDD
LANDFILL.  A COPY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL
REPORTS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE
ENGINEER, AS REQUESTED. CONTRACTOR TO
REVIEW THE SMPCC INCLUDED IN THE
SPECIFICATIONS.

2. SEE DRAINAGE PLANS (C23-C29) FOR
PROPOSED SEWER IMPROVEMENTS.

3. WATER VALVES SHALL BE IN 6' DIAMETER
VAULTS.

4. FIELD VERIFY NUMBER OF ADJUSTING RINGS
REQUIRED AND ADJUST IF FEASIBLE. IF
ADJUSTING RINGS ARE AT MAXIMUM,
RECONSTRUCT EXISTING STRUCTURE.

5. CONTRACTOR TO COORDINATE WITH CDWM
PRIOR TO ANY WORK ON DWM FACILITIES.

6. CONTRACTOR TO FURNISH AND INSTALL
MECHANICAL JOINT THRUST RESTRAINT
GLANDS AT ALL MJ FITTINGS AND MECHANICAL
JOINTS.
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INFORMATION SHOWN FOR REFERENCE.
SEE PACKAGE A FOR PROPOSED

ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS.
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